


Job One 











he | ates Coast Guard Auxiliary 


INSIDE 


3 CHANGE IN LIFE JACKET LABELING 

5 FLOAT PLANS SAVE LIVES 

5 PADDLECRAFT VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS 
7 NEW BOATER SAFETY COURSE 

8 BOATING SAFETY RESOURCES 





ON THE COVER: Life Jackets worn properly are essential for safe boating. 
Photo Courtesy of US Coast Guard Boating Safety Division 
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RBS Directorates; RBS Outreach (B), Public Education (E) and Vessel Exami- 
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tions, prohibits the disclosure, distribution, dissemination or copying of any 
material containing the home addresses, home telephone number, spouses 
names, and social security numbers, except for official business. Violations 


may result in disciplinary action. 


Copyright © 2019 Coast Guard Auxiliary Association, Inc. All rights re- 
served. 








www.cgaux.org e July / September 


US Coast Guard to Make Major 


Change In Life Jacket Labeling 
“Type” Ratings to be Replaced by Icons 





By Greg Fonzeno, Division Chief, Course Development, Education Directorate 


Auxiliary 
members will 
continue to 
have a vital 
role to play in 
helping the 
public to 
understand 
the proper use 
of life jackets. 


or the past several years the U.S. Coast 

Guard has been moving away from the 
traditional “Type” labeling and categoriza- 
tion of life jackets. The U.S. life jacket la- 
beling system will now be more consistent 
with the international labeling system. This 
will align both American and Canadian life 
jacket labels, a particularly positive move 
in states that share waterways with our Ca- 
nadian neighbors. 


Coast Guard Auxiliary members will con- 
tinue to have a vital role to play in helping 
the public to understand the proper use of 
life jackets in light of these changes. The 
biggest change is that icons will largely 
replace words. 


To make it easier for Auxiliary members to 
communicate this change to the boating 
public, the E-Directorate has created a 
short PowerPoint presentation that can be 
used in boating safety classes. This short 
presentation (four slides) can be included 
in any safe boating class to highlight the 
differences between current and new la- 
bels, including highlighting the various 
icons that will now be used to reduce 
wording on life jackets. 


Likewise, the slides can be converted into 
PDF pages to use as handouts at vessel 
safety checks or program visits. This Pow- 
erPoint can be downloaded from the E- 
Directorate page at: 


http://edept.cgaux.org/ppt/New%20Life% 
20Jacket%20Labeling%20System.pptx 


A summary ofthe changes include: 


No more life jacket “Types” such as I, II, 
IH, IV, and V. The new designations will 


be “Wearable” and “Throwable.” 


Numerical levels of flotation will indicate 
the buoyancy of the life jacket: 


Level 50 for paddle board use or use close 
to shore where help is likely to happen 
quickly; 


Level 70 for inflatables, active wear, or 
use where help is nearby; 


Level 100 to provide higher performance 
than level 70 with better buoyancy; 


Level 150 for off-shore use where help is 
not likely for some time. This level will 
keep the wearer face up; 


Level 250, which is a commercial and in- 
dustrial designed for heavy off-shore use. 


The lower the Level the less likely a per- 
son will be turned face up. 


Labels will indicate whether for use by 
Adults, Youth, Toddler, or Infant; also rec- 
ommended weight and chest size. 


Icons will replace wording to offer more 
detailed information and will be used to 
indicate how effective the life jacket will 
turn a person face up. 


The preference is also to use the term “life 
jacket” and no longer PFD or personal flo- 
tation device. 


While manufacturers have five years to 
comply with the new labeling system, 
some have already started to use it. Mus- 
tang has started using the new labels, with 
Kent Sporting Goods expected to begin 
this year. The boating public should be 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 


made aware of both labeling systems as both will be 
seen in stores during the transition period. It is im- 
portant especially for instructors, program visitors, and 
vessel examiners to inform the public about the changes 
and that life jackets with the current label are still legal 
as long as they are in good and serviceable condition, 
are readily accessible, and the correct size for each per- 
son on board. 


No vessel should be penalized during a vessel safety 
check based only on which label is on the life jacket but 
these checks offer an excellent opportunity to educate 
boaters on both the importance of life jackets and this 
important change in labelling. 


A new video produced by the Water Sports Foundation 
gives a summary of the purpose of the new labeling. 
View it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=J40wbCOtDjo Additional resources can be found at 
http://www.wearitlifejacket.com. 


Right: Jack Pauly, Staff Officer for Public Affairs for Division 10, 11 SR, 
provides a new Coast Guard approved life jacket to a boater at the annual 
Life Jacket Exchange during National Safe Boating Week. 








Le Ee — Ne 
(Photograph submitted by Jack Pauly, Flotilla 10-07 Metro Phoenix District | I) 
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Float Plans Save Lives 


By Sydney Hay 


V V hether in a 45-foot power boat or a kayak, besides checking the weather, in- 
specting life jackets and briefing guests, one other preparation is essential for safe 
boating— every boater should file a float plan and give it to a trusted friend or 
neighbor. 


A float plan includes a complete description of the boat, your destination, the time 
of expected return, the number of passengers, and emergency contact information. 
An additional best practice is to include a photograph of the vessel. If a boater is 
overdue for the planned return time, authorities can be notified to begin a search. 


Boaters should remember to update their friend when they arrive safely home or 
decide to extend their stay on the water so that no unnecessary search is begun. 


Another safe-boating essential is the US Coast Guard Mobile Application where a 
boater can: 


Find the latest safety regulations 

*Request a vessel safety check 

«Check safety equipment 

«File a float plan 

eLearn Navigation Rules 

«Report a hazard, pollution or suspicious activity 
«Request emergency assistance 


a U nited States € dasi Gu vited States Coast Guard 





The USCG Mobile Application is an 


excellent resource . 


Float plan information, including a fillable PDF of a plan can be found at http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/ 





The “LSD” Approach to Getting Involved 
in Paddlecraft Vessel Safety Checks 


By Gene Little and William Antoshkiw 


A ner a presentation to our flotilla about the im- 
portance of Vessel Safety Checks (VSC’s) for paddle- 


e “Be Smart, Be Safe” (3004a) 
“Guide to Federal Requirements” (3006) 


craft, I decided to spend the upcoming Saturday at the e “US Aids To Navigation” (3022) 
launch ramp at our local state park and venture into the . “If Found” Decals (3004) 


world of kayaks, canoes and SUPs (stand-up paddle- 


boards) As cars began to arrive, I learned that the best time to ap- 
j proach paddlers or our paddling partners was when they 
In preparation, I read the available information, familiar- were unloading or had just unloaded their craft and were 
ized myself with the Paddlecraft Vessel Exam form, gath- preparing for launch. Wearing a life jacket to emphasize a 
ered appropriate literature and set off wearing my Vessel talking point, I introduced myself and asked ifthey would 


Examiner polo shirt and shorts. I checked-in with the like to spend a few minutes for a courtesy Vessel Safety 
Park Ranger and set-up my table by the launch ramp. Check. 

Even though I had a good assortment of brochures, I Most boaters were cautiously receptive and I soon 
found by the end of the day that the following brochures learned to focus on the LSD Formula: Life jackets, 
stimulated the most interest and discussion: “Sound-producing devices” and “If Found” decals. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 





www.cgaux.org « July / September 





Auxiliary Paddlecraft training in Galesville, Maryland provides safety guidelines to beginners and the experienced alike. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 


Step 1: Life jackets-it was important to stress the 
need to wear life jackets at all times and to em- 
phasize that roughly 80% of boating fatalities are 
drownings and roughly 80% of drowning victims 
were not wearing a life jacket. I explained that 
on a windy day, their craft could quickly float 
away from them and that, even if they were able 
to grab their jacket, donning it while in the water 
is very, very difficult. Additionally, a life jacket 
can help mitigate cold shock. 


Step 2: Sound-producing devices: about half of 
the boaters did not know that having a sound 
producing device on board was a requirement. 
Fortunately, I had purchased a number of orange 
whistles with breakaway lanyards (very inexpen- 
sively on Amazon) and was able to provide them 
at no charge. This was very appreciated. 


Step 3: “If Found” decals (3004): most boaters 
had not thought about the impact that an empty 
paddlecraft can have on limited search and res- 
cue resources. The decal and a Float Plan are 

very direct ways to address this issue. 


If the paddler was receptive, I continued with discus- 
sions about hypothermia, visibility (Paddlecraft Tip 
Reflector) and VHF radios. By the end of the day, I 
had learned five important lessons: 


Paddlecraft Vessel Exams are fun and easy to 
perform following the LSD Formula. Don’t for- 
get to report your hours and exam information to 
your IS Officer. 


It is important to have whistles and “If Found” 


(Photo courtesy of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary) 


decals on hand. 


It is important to learn more about paddling by tak- 
ing available Auxiliary and American Canoe Asso- 
ciation courses. 


Consider acquiring a paddlecraft and taking lessons 
on how to use it. It’s a great way to enjoy time on 
the water and taking lessons will help develop rela- 
tionships with other paddlers. 


Start planning to have a fully-equipped paddlecraft 
available on-site to both attract interest and stimu- 
late discussions about our safety checklist. 





“If Found” decals are applied by Auxiliarists at a paddlecraft event. 
(Photo courtesy of the US Coast Guard) 
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New Introduction to 
Basic Boating Safety 


Course Introduced 


By Dave Fuller, DIRd Education Directorate 


D irector of Education, Commodore Bob Laurer and I 7” 


were approached by a representative of the ski boat in- 
dustry while attending the 2018 International Boating and 
Water Safety Summit (IBWSS). He had an important 
question on the topic of boating education. We were chal- 
lenged to produce a basic, bare-bones education seminar 
delivered in less than two hours which would convey the 
most critical safety instruction to new boaters who pur- 
chase ski boats. 


The representative explained that customers do not want 
or are not willing to sit for an entire day in an eight-hour 
certification course, but would be receptive to an abbrevi- 
ated version. Working with a target of under two-hours 
duration and deciding to deliver it in a classroom setting 
with Auxiliary Instructors, we first identified the most 
critical information new boaters would need to know. 


...the students were thoroughly 
engaged, questions and 


answers were lively ... 


Limited by those time constraints, we knew it could nev- 
er be a certificate course with National Association of 
Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) certification. 
We accepted the challenge and began work to build a 
seminar fulfilling those needs. 


At about the same time as IBWSS, America’s Boating 
Club Atlanta received a request from the local Marine- 
Max dealer for a similar seminar. MarineMax wanted a 
safe-boating seminar they could offer their customers 
who never owned a boat and knew nothing about boats or 


radiu 





Bad things can happen when basic boating rules are not followed. 


(Photo courtesy of US Coast Guard Auxiliary) 


rules on the water. As a dual member in both the Auxil- 
iary and US Power Sguadrons, | seized the opportunity to 
utilize our partnership with US Power Sguadrons to not 
only build the seminar, but to present and beta test it. 


I was exceptionally fortunate to have a colleague who is 
an outstanding instructor (licensed CG Captain) and a 
member of America’s Boating Club Atlanta to co-author 
and co-present the seminar with me. We collaborated as 
we built this seminar requiring multiple revisions, and 
then the day finally arrived for the first presentation and 
our beta test. The initial beta version was co-branded 
with Auxiliary and USPS logos as it contains material 
from both organizations and was presented by members 
of both organizations. 


The presentation was highly successful; the students were 
thoroughly engaged, questions and answers from students 
were lively, and the session lasted a full two hours. Our 
evaluation of the beta test revealed the need for more 
content, so more was added to address common ques- 
tions. 


As subsequent versions were produced and proceeded 
through the Auxiliary chain of leadership for comment, 
further refinements were made and now we are at the ver- 
sion posted in the E-Directorate Library. 


This seminar is designed for a novice boater who desires 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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to learn the most basic safety information in a one- to two 
-hour time slot. This seminar could be used at boat shows, 
boat dealers, yacht clubs, retail partners, or any other ven- 
ue where we want to reach the public with a short semi- 
nar designed to give them the bare basics. Understand 
that it was never intended to be a certificate course. It was 
designed to be used as a teaser to promote a longer certif- 
icate course. Additionally, it promotes the Vessel Safety 
Check program and even touches on Auxiliary member- 
ship. The concept is to give folks a taste of what they 
need to know and perhaps whet their appetite for more. 
Most folks who make up the audience for this seminar 
simply don’t know what they don’t know, and this semi- 
nar may help them decide they need to learn more. 


Seminar package materials include a PowerPoint presen- 
tation along with an instructor guide, instructor notes 
within the PowerPoint, and a resource document. It is 
critical to note that this material is designed to be modi- 
fied with local resources as well as adding any local 





knowledge boaters will need specific to that area. This is 
a truly customizable seminar that works best when tai- 
lored to fit local needs. 


The E-Directorate is currently designing new products 
and producing material envisioned to be locally custom- 
ized to fit specific needs. Our two certificate courses can- 
not be altered by subtraction of material, but instructors 
and course supervisors are encouraged to add local con- 
tent to them. We highly encourage local customization in 
all our other products which will allow flotillas to better 
meet the needs of their students. It is our expectation 
Auxiliarists will use the seminars and other material 
available in our Library to bring greater diversity to their 
Public Education offerings while simultaneously generat- 
ing additional income for the flotilla. 


Stay tuned for more new products in the coming months. 
Let us know how we can help you reach more of the pub- 
lic to advance the Auxiliary’s effectiveness with Job # 1 — 
Recreational Boating Safety. 





Two teens are rescued by the US Coast Guard off Narragansett, Rhode Island. Both were wearing life jackets. 


(Photo courtesy of National Safe Boating Council) 
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Education Directorate Unveils 
New Boating Safety Resources 


By Dave Fuller DIRd Education Directorate and Sydney Hay 


he Education Directorate of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary recently announced a highly-prestigious new 
national award recognizing the best-of-the-best Auxiliary instructors. In addition, they unveiled three new 
seminar courses focused on the core mission of recreational boating safety. 


The Commodore Daniel Maxim Award for Excellence in Education 


Based on feedback from districts requesting additional incentives and recognition for our best instructors, the 
Education Directorate developed a national award to recognize the most highly effective Auxiliary Instructors. 
The award is named after Commodore Daniel Maxim, who was highly respected within the Recreational Boating 
Safety (RBS) Community. COMO Maxim was a former ANACO-RB and served as the Chairman of the Nation- 
al Boating Safety Advisory Council. An educator and author, he made countless contributions toward educating 
the public about boating safety. This award honors his legacy of superior education performance by recognizing 
the best-of-the-best Auxiliary instructors. 


It is hoped that the award will lead to: 


e An increase in diversity of courses offered by flotillas and additional numbers of classes offered 
e Improvement in Public Education and Member Training Instructor effectiveness and performance 
e Improved mentorship of newer or lesser-experienced Instructors 


e Development of new and innovative teaching methods and techniques 


The initial winner will be announced at NACON 2020 based upon performance during 2019. Details and re- 
quirements to win this award can be found at http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=E- 
DEPT &category=maxim-award 


Auxiliarists from the Metro Phoenix Flotilla teach 
water safety to children and parents at Luke Air 
Force Base in Arizona during summer break. 


(Photo by Rob Kerr, Flotilla 10-07 Metro Phoenix) 


Waterfowl Hunting and 
Boating Safety Course 


People who use boats in the sport of 
hunting typically identify themselves as 
hunters, not as boaters, and they fre- 
quently lack basic boating safety train- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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ing. This seminar describes how hunters using boats can stay safe while hunting on the water. Instructors can 
use this seminar in classrooms, hunting clubs, outdoor groups, civic groups, etc. 


Introduction to Basic Boating Safety Course 


Developed based on a request from boat manufacturers and dealers, this course delivers a short, one-hour 
presentation to their customers who may have had little to no background or training in boating safety and yet 
were unlikely to sit for an entire day in a boating safety class. It can be used at boat shows, yacht clubs, home- 
owner associations, boat dealers, marinas, or anywhere you find boaters — especially those new to boating or 
without formal training. 


Kids and Paddlecraft Course 


The Kids and Paddlecraft course is designed for the pre-teen audience and focuses on teaching kids paddle- 
craft safety using a highly-customizable PowerPoint presentation meant to be delivered to youth groups and 
OE These courses may be found at the E Directorate website at Iscgau: 

t | . Auxiliarists are encouraged to let the E Dee know what sem- 
inar or certification courses you would like them to develop as they work to fulfill the Auxiliary mission of 
recreational boating safety. 





As all types of paddlecraft gain in popularity, specially—designed safety courses are vital. (Photo courtesy of US Coast Guard) 
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